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“Advent Prayeri - Walter Brueggemann 
 

In our secret yearnings 
we wait for your coming, 
and in our grinding despair 
we doubt that you will. 
And in this privileged place 
we are surrounded by witnesses who yearn more than do we 
and by those who despair more deeply than do we. 
Look upon your church and its [campus ministers] 
in this season of hope 
which runs so quickly to fatigue 
and in this season of yearning 
which becomes so easily quarrelsome. 
Give us the grace and the impatience 
to wait for your coming to the bottom of our toes, 
to the edges of our fingertips. 
We do not want our several worlds to end. 
Come in your power 
and come in your weakness 
in any case 
and make all things new. 
Amen.” 

 
 
Sing - How Longii  (words and music next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Prayers of the People 
 

Holy One, in the darkness may you be our light. 
As we breath in your promise of hope, 
we pray for those who feel hopeless . . . 
 
 (campus minsters are invited to say names that come to mind) 
 
Lord in Your Mercy  
 Hear our Prayer 
 
Holy One, in the turbulence may you be our calm 
As we breath in your promise of peace, 
we pray for all victims of hatred, violence, or abuse… 

 
(campus minsters are invited to say names or people groups that come to mind) 

 
Lord in Your Mercy  
 Hear our Prayer 
 
Holy One, in the sorrow may you be our balm 
As we breath in your promise of joy, 
we pray for those whose hearts are burdened… 
  

(campus minsters are invited to say names that come to mind) 
 
Lord in Your Mercy  
 Hear our Prayer 
 
Holy One, in the moments of indifference may you be our vision 
As we breath in your promise of love 
we pray for creational spaces in need of love… 

 
(campus minsters are invited to say names, situations or whatever comes to mind) 

 
Lord in Your Mercy  
 Hear our Prayer 
 
Holy One, be the constant spirit in our liminality, 
that in us, the incarnation of Jesus might be known. Amen. 
 
 
Sing – Comfort, Comfort Now My People - (last verse from ‘Have We Any Gift Worth Giving’)iii  Isaiah 40:1-5 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Christ by costly incarnation 

Dwelt in human time and place 
To reveal to all creation 

God’s redeeming love and grace; 
So are we in flesh and bone 

Given means of making known 
Through the web of daily living 

God’s own pattern of self-giving 



Prayer God's Timingiv - Ted Loeder 
 
O God, grant us a sense of your timing. 
In this season of short days and long nights, 
of grey and white and cold, 
teach us the lessons of beginnings; 
that such waitings and endings may be the starting place, 
a planting of seeds which bring to birth what is ready to be born- 
something right and just and different, 
a new song, a deeper relationship, a fuller love- 
in the fullness of your time. 
O God, grant us the sense of your timing. 

 
Sing – Messiahv 
 

 
 
 

 
i Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth: Prayers of Walter Brueggemann © 2003 Augsburg Fortress 
ii ‘How Long’ – Bifrost Arts - from Lamentations, released March 1, 2016 words and music by Isaac Wardell 
iii First three verses are in the public domain. Words of fourth verse © 1995 Hope Publishing Company 
iv from Guerrillas of Grace ©1984 Ted Loeder – Augsburg Fortress 
v (c) 2010 New Jerusalem Music 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/263629

