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A. Romans 
 

1. Letter – Hear Genre correctly 
2. Roman Context – Under Emperor Claudius (AD 42-54), the Jews were expelled from 

Rome. Under Emperor Nero (AD 54-68) they were allowed to come back. The Roman 
church was established during the time of Claudius, but because the Jews were expelled 
for the last 5 years of Claudius’ reign, it became primarily a Gentile church. When the Jews 
started returning to Rome under Nero, the church had a challenge as it tried to establish 
what it meant to be a diverse family of God. What place did the Jewish story have in the 
new community of Jesus? 

3. Romans has 4 sections 
i. Chapters 1-4 – What is the ‘good news?’ 

ii. Chapters 5-8 – What’s the difference between life by law or by spirit? 
iii. Chapters 9-11 – What was the purpose of the Israelite story? 
iv. Chapters 12-16 – What does it mean to live the continuing story of God? 

 

B. Romans 1:1-17 
 

1. Paul introduces himself as a “slave” of Jesus. Important to the position we hold.  

o (Think Philippians 2…do not think more highly of yourself than you ought….but 

be like Christ who lowered himself) 

2. Apostle – someone who is commissioned to be a message bearer 

3. Gospel – means ‘Good news’ – Good news is not just good advice. Good news is when 

something important has happened. God has done something and the world is a 

different place. In Roman world, Caesar often spoke of “gospel” but it was oriented 

around himself and what Roman world could do for people. Or his birthday was 

declared “gospel.” 

4. Clear excitement about the Roman church…news has spread and it excites Paul. 

5. “son of God” in the Old Testament refers to Israel. To speak about a person being a 

son of God is to personify oneself as Israel itself (Theme is dealt with in chapter 3) 

6. The opening of the tone set an important theme of Jews and Gentiles coming 

together…who are the Jews and who are the gentiles and what are their roles is 

something Paul will play with throughout the letter 

7. Chapter 1:16-17 often seen as theme of the book 

o Paul is not ashamed of weakness and a God who humbles himself – this 

message would have stood out among Greek gods of ‘greatness’ – In an empire 

of power and strength, Paul is not ashamed of the good news of Christ which 

goes against that grain but is more powerful. 



o Salvation – the idea of going to heaven when you die is never mentioned in 

Romans. In OT Salvation always meant “God’s rescue” be it from Egypt or the 

exile. God doing something to overturn the problem. 

▪ In chapter 8 – the point is not heaven but new creation 

▪ Salvation means resurrection, not life after death (…more will be said 

later in the letter.) 

o Salvation was language that Caesar used to speak of his conquests of foreign 

land…he was bringing salvation to them. Paul gives a different idea of salvation 

good news. 

8. God is revealing that the God of Creation, in justice, is putting the world to right…the 

truest and best KING (in the line of David and in opposition to the Caesars) 

9. The resurrection of Jesus is the launch of the plan for the whole world 

10. The “Just shall live by faith” in verse 17 comes from Habakkuk.  

o We need to read this in the context. Habakkuk has the foreign nations taking 

over all the weak countries. But God says there, that they are not to be 

alarmed because he is at work and the just shall live by faith. 

o For Paul, the world was a difficult place, but God was doing a new thing and 

when he does this, even amidst all the loud noise, the assurance is that God is 

doing what only God can do. 

 

C. Galatians 
 

1. Letter – Hear the genre correctly 

2. Galatian Context 

a. Galatian church was at a major crossroads of the Roman world. It was a diverse 

culture with many different people living there. 

b. The church in Jerusalem was putting pressure on churches to embrace Judaism as a 

part of following Christ. When Peter visits Galatia, he ends up siding with Judaizers in 

part because he wants harmony. But what happens is that division arose about who is 

welcome at the table of God, who is in fact part of the family of God and what ‘marks’ 

you in the kingdom of God. 

c. Paul, who had been recruited by Baranbas, and who was steeped in Jewish law, 

actually becomes the one who helps others understand that the law is a teacher, but 

not defining mark of the family of God. 

d. When you read the letter opening, you must notice the lack of thanksgiving section in 

comparison to Paul’s other letters. Paul is clearly upset about the division in Galatia 

and particularly the Jewish community placing undue pressure on Gentiles to conform 

to Jewish law. 

 

 

 

 



3. Galatians 6:11-18 – many of the themes of the letter are tied together. 

Contrast OPPONENTS Vs PAUL 

Motive # 
1 

Boast in the circumcision of 
Galatians (vv 12,13) 

CROSS 

Boasts only in the cross of Christ (v 
14) 

Motive # 
2 

Avoid persecution for the 
cross  (v 12) 

Accepts persecution (“marks of 
Jesus”) for the cross (v 17) 

External Compel Galatians to be 
circumcised (v 12, 13) 

Claims circumcision and un-
circumcision do not matter (v 15) 

Theologic
al 

Live in the “world” (v 14) 
under its powers 

Lives in the “new creation” (v 15) 
under the Lordship of Christ. 

 

D. Galatians 2:15-21 

1. Verses 14-16 - you get a small bit of all that you get in the Galatians letter. 
2. Verse 16 - the word for “made righteous” - justified used 3x. 

• It has to do with being acquitted in the court of law. 

• Ex 23:7 - Have nothing to do with a false charge and do not put an innocent 
or honest person to death, for I will not acquit the guilty. 

• Deut 25:1,2 - When men have a dispute, they are to take it to court and the 
judges will decide the case, acquitting the innocent and condemning the 
guilty. 2 If the guilty man deserves to be beaten, the judge shall make him 
lie down and have him flogged in his presence with the number of lashes 
his crime deserves, 

• 2 Samuel 15:4 - And Absalom would add, “If only I were appointed judge in 
the land! Then everyone who has a complaint or case could come to me 
and I would see that he gets justice.”  

• Micah 6:11 - Shall I acquit a man with dishonest scales, with a bag of false 
weights? 

3. Verse 16 - Watch how Paul makes the contrast – out of the works of the law and 
out of the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.  This becomes the thrust of Paul’s argument.  
How is one justified?   

o What type of genitive?  Subjective or objective genitive?   
o Out of the works of the law or through the works of the law 
o Out of the faith of Jesus Christ or through the faith of Christ. 

4. What you have in “pistos” - faith, in Hebrew “enumah” can mean faith or 
faithfulness 
▪ When it refers to God it means God is faithful not that God has faith. 
▪ When it refers to man it has to do with trust or commitment. 
▪ In Septuagint it uses “pistos” and it uses it interchangeably as well.   
▪ In Hebrew you don’t use pronouns, “his” or “her” “my” and such. 
▪ Habakkuk 2:4 – the righteous shall live by faith.  It’s translated as “his faith in 

one Septuagint version.”  An in another it’s listed as “my” faith.  The other 
says by my faithful one.  So which is it?  The word doesn’t tell us.  Paul seems 



to know the problem and leaves it out, he doesn’t solve the problem.  He 
says it’s about faith and we probably shouldn’t try to solve the problem. 

5. Verse 19 - Paul says that he has been ‘co-crucified’ (a Paul made-up word) with the 
messiah. I am no longer the person I was. When the Messiah died, his people died 
too. 

6. Verse 20 - We quote it, we love it, but how we read it also affects our 
understanding of faith. 

7. Some of the problem can go either way, but when we make “our faith” as the 
cornerstone to the Christian faith, we in effect lose the power of the gospel and its 
approach to law. 

 


