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A. Word about Isaiah 
 
1. Primary Structure  

a. Chapters 1-39 - The period prior to the Babylonian exile.  This period is associated with 
chapters 1-39 of the book of Isaiah, which warn of God's judgment if the people place their 
trust in secular rulers rather than in God.  Chapters 36-39 are quite similar to 2 Kings 18-20. 

b. Chapters 40-55 - The Babylonian exile, which began in 586 B.C. and ended in 539 B.C. This 
period is associated with chapters 40-55 of the book of Isaiah, which lift up the promise of 
redemption for a people who are experiencing the judgment about which the prophet 
warned in the earlier chapters. 

c. Chapters 56-66 - The years following the exile, when the Jews returned to Jerusalem and 
began reconstruction of the temple and the city.  It is a section on the glorious future with 
God 

 
2. Second option – Framing Servanthood in Isaiah 

a. Isaiah 1-6 – The call to Servanthood  
b. Isaiah 7-39 Trust – Basis for Servanthood 
c. Isaiah 40-55 Grace – Motive and Means of Servanthood 
d. Isaiah 56-66 – Life of Servanthood 

 
3. Theological Passions of Isaiah 

a. “Holy One of Israel” – found 30 times in Isaiah and only 6 times elsewhere in the OT 
Isaiah 5-6 & 43 as example 

b. Israel as Yahweh’s “Holy People” 
c. Jerusalem – Zion as God’s “Holy City” and “Holy Mountain”  

Isaiah 1:10-25 & 2 begin in Zion’s destruction 
Isaiah 65-66 end with Holy City picture including… 

d. Inclusion of nations (gentiles) in his people (2:1-5 & 52:15) 
 

4. The Importance of the Servant songs – 42:1-9, 49:1-7, 50:4-9, 52:13-53:12 
 

B. Isaiah 52:7-12 
 

1. This is located in the 2nd Section of Isaiah, written to people in exile 
 

2. Chiasm Structure where this piece of poetry is located 

 
A. (51:1-3) the LORD shall comfort Zion and have pity on all her ruins (51:3) 

B. (51:4-8) Be attentive to me, my people (51:4) 
C. (51:4-8) Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD (51:9) 

D.        (51:12-16)  I have put my words into your mouth and shielded you in the shadow of my hand (51:16) 
E. (51:17-21)  Awake, awake! Arise, O Jerusalem 

D1.    (51:22-23) your God, who defends his people (51:22) 
C1.   (52:1-3) Awake, awake! Put on your strength, O Zion; (52:1) 

B1.     (52:4-6) on that day my people shall know my renown (52:6) 
A1.  (52:7-12) Break out together in song, O ruins of Jerusalem! (52:9) 
 

A: Ruins of Jerusalem. B: My people. C: Awake. D: To defend. E: Awake. 
 



3. Notes 

a. This comes right before the 4th servant song – the one who is wounded for our transgressions 

(think about Philip and the Ethiopian) 

b. This passage introduces ‘the kingdom of God’ – too often the church has lost a sense of the 

kingdom of God as it equates it with an understanding of heaven. The kingdom of God is heaven 

and earth as the Lord prayer calls for. 

c. It’s a song that emphasizes God taking charge and taking back his kingdom. Was it ever not his 

kingdom? No, but the kingdom of heaven and earth was designed to be ruled in cooperation 

WITH humanity, but God has to re-establish his authority when human abdicate responsibility. 

• He wants to bring his purposes through human obedience 

• The people in exile are reminded of their servant status and servant failure 

• The restoration is not just about Israel, but the whole world 

d. Verse 8 – in plain sight = eye to eye 

e. The question after the return from exile in terms of what God’s glory will look like 

i. Will it be like the exodus 

ii. Or like the wheel of fire from Ezekiel 

iii. Isaiah doesn’t say, but it will be visible 

f. In the 2nd temple period, they rebuilt the city and temple 

i. There is no piece of literature in 2nd temple literature that speaks of God’s glory returning 

ii. In Exodus 4 and 1 kings 8 we read about the shekinah glory filling the tabernacle and 

temple. At the end of Ezra when temple is rebuilt, no such narrative.his was a puzzle for 

the people 

iii. The Qumran community (dead sea scrolls) thought the temple at the time of Jerusalem 

was a problem. People were looking for more of God’s presence 

g. Vs 10 – the Lord has shown his holy arm. God has rolled up his sleeves and God will do what only 

God can do. 

i. Chapter 53 begins with a reference to these words of God’s holy arms and it will look 

different than our expectations. God’s power looks different than what we expect. This 

is an important theme of servant in Isaiah, Jesus and who humanity is to be. 

h. Vs 11-12, the exodus story is invoked 

i. The vessels were taken from Babylonians 

ii. But the vessels will be carried by God’s people 

iii. How are we purified by God 

• The exodus had the Passover ritual with cleansing the leaven from the house 

• This became a metaphor for life 

• Think confessions and assurance and the importance of it…repentance 

• All may, some must and everyone should. 

 

C. Word about book of Daniel 

“In Daniel the emphasis is placed on the rise and fall of evil world kingdoms, their eventual judgment and the 

subsequent eternal kingdom set up by God. Hence the same kind of overriding universal concern for the 

overturning of corrupt world kingdoms and the installment of God as eschatological King in Revelation is best 

paralleled in Daniel.”i  - G. K. Beale 

1. Structure: 

There is some question as to how the book of Daniel is put together. 

a. Chapters 1-6 focus on Daniel and his friends – 3rd person 



b. Chapters 7-12 present a firsthand account of a heavenly vision  

On the basis of time and some of the facts it has led some to believe that there were two authors 
involved.  Our modern mindset doesn’t like to hear that because we feel as though it might somehow 
cast a shadow on its authority.  But from an organic view of the inspiration of scripture we know that God 
works through human authors.  Using the name Daniel for the whole book whether it was written by one 
person or not would not have been an issue.  The matter had to do with a message, not copyright 
integrity.  But what further compounds the issue of unity has to do with language.  Chapters 1 and 8-12 
were written in Hebrew and chapters 2-7 in Aramaic.  In fact chapters 2-7 have an internal unity. 
Chapter 7 appears to be the hinge upon which the book swings.  Commentator Paul Tanner argues that 
chapter 1 serves as an introduction.  Then the Aramaic passages address the gentile rule the Israelites 
were under.  The gentile rule would not last.  As it shifts in chapter seven, it moves from a message to the 
gentiles, that their rule will not last, to a message to the Israelites that God’s rule is supreme.  This 
message is written in Hebrew.  It’s not a perfect explanation but it is a compelling argument when one 
begins to take a closer look at Daniel chapter 7.  

 

D. Daniel 7 

1. Verses 1-8 - Daniel’s Vision of the Four Beasts 

a) If God can give visions to an unbeliever how much more can he give to one who believes 
b) The use of “like” is important.  What is seen by Daniel is unknown, no human words or 

experience can bring to light what he sees.  No painting we could give today could accurately 
portray these words.  These words are an attempt to give imagery to something deeper than 
what we can see. 

c) It’s not about what he looks like, it’s about what he does – actions. 
d) The readers would have recognized that they were living in the time of the fourth beast with the 

little horn, Antiochus IV.  Like previous visions, the implication is that this reign will come to an 
end. 

e) The beast comes from the sea.  The word for sea here is the typical word used for the ancient 
god Yom, the god of chaos.  Again as is so often the case, it also points back to the creation story 
when God called the creation out of Yom.  The Bible continually tries to poke fun of or refute the 
power of the so-called god of Yom – the Sea. 

f) Most historical critical commentators describe the beasts as the kingdoms of Babylon, Media, 
Persia and the fourth is Greece.  Ancient scholars and Jewish writings are not so quick to define 
the fourth beast. 

i. Beast 1 – Winged eagle, lion (griffon) The symbols are of power, strength, fight-ready.  
But it`s given a heart which in ancient times pointed to it being merely human...not 
immortal. 

ii. Beast 2 bear – complete fighter, attacking machine 
iii. Beast 3 – bird-leopard – given some sense of dominion from God 

iv. Beast 4 is different – introduced differently and its ugliness is emphasized.  Iron associated with 
weapons of war.  Many different thoughts on the 10 horns but the focus is on the one little one.  
Could literally be interpreted as “a mouth speaking big.”   In a word - ARROGANT 

 
2. Verses 9-14 - Daniel’s First Account of the Vision of the Ancient of Days and the One “Like a Son of 

Man” 
a)        The scene switches to the “ancient of days.”  The switch is there to make a definite contrast 
b)     These words describe the beasts defeat and are rich in imagery of God’s sovereignty:  

i. Thrones – judge – divine council (Psalm 82) 
ii. Appearance of Ancient of Days – everlasting 

iii. White snow and wool – purity – Psalm 104:1-4 
iv. Fiery flames, wheels of fire – presence – think Exodus and the burning bush and  



pillar of fire 
v. Myriad of attendants – heavenly armies 

vi. Opening of the Books – accounting ledger 
c) After the fourth beast is killed an entirely new kingdom is established, an eternal one  
d) The son of man is argued by many.  Some see it as “Israel type” and others as The Messiah.   

Much like the “servant” in Isaiah neither need be wrong. 
 

3. Verses 15-16 – Daniel’s First Reaction and First Request for Explanation 
a) Daniel, the interpreter of dreams wants clarity 

 
4. Verses 17-18 - The Angel’s First Explanation 

a) Daniel is very interested in the four kingdoms; maybe it’s anxiety on behalf of the people.  
But what becomes clear is that only God bestows kingship.  Kingship in Israel was to be about 
justice, the Hebrew word Mishpat, which implies a creational goodness/Godliness. 

b) Holy ones may be human, angelic or both. (connect to verse 27) 
 

5. Verses 19-22 - Daniel’s Second Account of the Vision and Request for Explanation 
a) As is typical of OT angel encounters, Daniel is confused 
b) Daniel gives voice to lingering fear and doubt 
c) In the midst of the question he realizes that the Ancient of days stops the fourth beast 
d) Confirmation is then offered 

 
6. Verses 23-27 - The Angel’s Second Explanation 

a) No admonishment is made when a request for further information is requested 
b) The changing of times and season was significant in Israel.  They were a people of festivals and 

careful Sabbath observance.  These times were sacred.  To mess with these times was to mess 
with the relationship between God and his people.   

c) The angel affirms that a new kingship will be established and that the people will be included in 
this kingship 

 
7. Verse 28 – Daniel’s Second Reaction 

a) The word translated as “face” suggests that Daniel was transformed, in a way he was hardened for 
the journey ahead.  It is a mixed transition just as it was for Moses in Exodus, good but frightening. 

 
8. Additional Notes 

 
1. Chapter 7 has a connection to the Daniel in the Lion’s Den story in that it speaks to the power of God 

in the midst of chaos. Daniel in the Lion’s Den is not about Daniel’s faith, but God’s protection. 
2. Many people misread the idea of the son of man coming on a cloud as a picture of Jesus returning on 

the cloud, but those NT images are actually a vindication of “the son of man’ 
3. Josephus writes extensively about Daniel but skips this chapter. This chapter was being read at the 

times as Jesus and he rather avoids this chapter because he understood that the early church read it 
as an oracle of Jesus being the messiah. 

4. 2 Esdras - has a vision of an eagle and a lion  - in its time a vision of Rome and Israel 
a. It is described as the same vision as Daniel but Daniel had different kingdoms 
 

“The visions and interpretations of chapter 7 are telling substantially the same story as chapters 1-6, namely, the 
story of pagan empire reaching its height and Israel’s God then stepping in to call “time” on the whole sequence, 
to bring arrogant paganism to judgement, and to establish instead his own kingdom in and through his faithful 
people.” - NT Wright – “Simply Jesus” 

 
i G. K. Beale - JETS 27/4 (December 1984) 413-423 “The Influence of Daniel Upon the Structure and Theology of John’s 
Apocalypse.”  


